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The dawn of golf on the French Riviera
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The ten golf-clubs before WW2 2
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1891 – Cannes-LaNapoule-Mandelieu

1894 – Hyères-les-Palmiers (1891)

1895 – Valescure  (1900)

1902 – Nice (Cagnes-sur-Mer)

1907 – Hyères-Costebelle

1909 – Menton-Sospel 

1912 – Monte-Carlo (Mont-Agel)

1924 – Cannes-Mougins (1978)

1927 – Beauvallon

1931 – Antibes – Juan-les-Pins (Biot)



Cannes – Mandelieu – La Napoule: 1891
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Cannes – Mandelieu – La Napoule 4
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The Grand Duke Michael
Of Russia

The first image of the
new club-house (1892)



Cannes – Mandelieu – La Napoule 5

EAGHC 10th Annual Meeting – Valescure – Saint-Raphaël GC – France – 1 & 2 October 2015

Inaugural of the New Golf Club
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Hyères – Les Palmiers: 1894 (1891) until 1939
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Hyères – Les Palmiers 7
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Postcard after a painting by Lessieux – see the hurdles



Hyères – Les Palmiers 8
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Arnaud Massy playing (Hyères 1908)



Valescure – Saint-Raphaël: 1895 (1900)
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Valescure – Saint-Raphaël 10
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Valescure – Saint-Raphaël 11
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A painting by Viktor Cleve

Grand duke Michel of Russia
At Valescure about 1910



Nice – Cagnes-sur-Mer: 1902 until 1939
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Nice (Cagnes-sur-Mer) 13

EAGHC 10th Annual Meeting – Valescure – Saint-Raphaël GC – France – 1 & 2 October 2015

Arnaud Massy putting



Nice (Cagnes-sur-Mer) 14
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Staff at the Nice Golf Club

Auguste Boyer 
Not present!



Hyères – Costebelle: 1907 until 1936
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Hyères – Costebelle 16
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Hyères – Costebelle 17
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Massy vs Taylor at Hyères-Costebelle



Menton – Sospel: 1909 until 1934
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Menton - Sospel 19
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Menton - Sospel 20
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A golf lesson at Sospel (by J. Sunter?)



Monte-Carlo (Mont-Agel): 1912
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Monte-Carlo (Mont-Agel) 22
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A poster
(postcard)

Possibly A. Grant
on an US postcard



Monte-Carlo (Mont-Agel) 23
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Cannes Country Club – Mougins: 1924 until1948
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1978



Cannes Country Club - Mougins 25
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Beauvallon: 1927
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Beauvallon 27
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A view on the Saint-Tropez Gulf



Antibes – Juan-les-Pins – Biot: 1931
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Antibes – Biot 29
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A postcard featuring the Antibes GCC



Antibes – Biot 30
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A view on the village of Biot



And … two questions
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Question 1: Nice – Villa Arson 32
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Donald Cameron is referring to “Golf” dated 
28 Dec 1894 (p. 282)

“The new GC at Nice has been inaugurated at 
the Villa Arson”.



Question 2: Grasse – Le Pré-du-Lac 33
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Massy (Le Golf):
1910

Guides Plumon
Project 1930



Thank you for your attention
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