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The title of golfika No.5 is again after a painting of one of our EAGHC members, Viktor Cleve, Germany's leading
golf landscape painter. As a former art director he kindly designed the title page and donated it to us. His painting
shows the 7TH Green of the Club de Golf Alcanada (Mallorca, Spain), a Robert Trent Jones jr. designed course
opened in 2003. You can either contact Viktor Cleve by info@cleve-golfart.com or find more information about

his paintings on http://www.cleve-golfart.com.

Imprint

golfika is the magazine of the European Association of Badtorians & Collec-
tors (EAGHC).

The views and opinions printed within are thosehef contributors or Editor and
are not intended to represent an official EAGHCwyeint unless specifically
stated.

The magazine (two issues per year) is includetiénBAGHC annual membership
fee of EUR 25,00 p.a. The magazine is sold to nembers of the EAGHC at
€10.00 plus postage & packing.

No part of this publication may be reproduced witharitten consent of the edi-
tor. The copyright for articles on collecting andtbe history of the game belong
to the authors of each article. No part of suclarticle may be reproduced without
the written consent of the author.

The aims of the EAGHC are to encourage and prommotaterest in the history of
golf and the collecting of items connected witht thigtory.

We welcome new members—you will find all
necessary information on how to join our asso-
ciation on: http://www.golfika.com/

The European Association of Golf Historians &
Collectors (also: Association Européenne des
Historiens et Collectionneurs de Golf) is an
officially registered association at the Sous-
Préfecture de Mantes-La-Jolie according to the
French Law from July 1st, 1901.
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PRESIDENT'S FOREWORD

Dear Fellow EAGHC members.

First of all may | wish you all a very happy, hégltand suc-
cessful 2010. Of course as our interests in thisofistion are
varied and quite diverse success will depend verghmon what
our own individual interests are. For the collectaccess will
likely be finding that real bargain or the missjpayt of a collec-
tion. Equally how that comes about will depend verych what
one is looking for and where we live. The lucky fexil be well

supplied with numerous fairs and antique shophbeir wicinity.

Others will live close to the regular golf aucticersd be able to
attend these without having to travel from afaryiobsly an

extra cost. For many living in more remote areasauays the
success may come as a result of the internet hoviiedéng the

real bargain on sites such as Ebay is quite r&tecess for the collector may also be as the regalgood
sale of a golf collectable bought at a bargaineritany years ago. Success for the golf historianbea
equally elusive. In researching various topicsifigdhe best source is sometimes a frustratingnessiand
many hours of work may produce little reward. Oagain it is often the internet which will provideet
most rapid and most informative source. It will ued the travel to libraries and other source wihuioh

would have had to use in the past.

Quite a few of our members are also involved inwhigten word which is of course good news fortak
rest of us as we have the opportunity of viewingrewults of their work. This also raises the matfesur
Association magazine “Golfika'. | would like to &lthis opportunity of thanking all those who haea-c
tributed to this issue. It has been said before lill say it again, remember this is your maga&zand its
success depends very much on you. Every persothbahance to write something which will definitely
be of interest to all the other members of the Aksgion.

Over the years | have been involved in golf, areytAre many, | have had the chance to participasad
organise a wide variety of events. Few have givennmare pleasure and satisfaction than our Assoaiati
meeting at my home golf club Malone last Septemb&fhile it would have been nice to have seen more
members attend the meeting those who did contdbatsuch a way that at the conclusion there sed¢med
be a feeling of achievement. | would like to thaakthe contributors for making this possible. @lcse

for Northern Ireland the big surprise was the weatNirtually cloudless skies and a nice temperlf
week made the golf course and the local scenergapeally beautiful. This also meant that the ggedf
course played by many in attendance were at tlesir énd a real pleasure to play. For those whotkeaid
would return please be aware that the weathertisla@ys so benign. As | write | am conscious theme
many of you who are experiencing a cold and snowyer: In Northern Ireland we have had some lovely
days for golf but this winter we have had lots memew than usual.

Finally may | thank the Officers of our Associatifm giving me the honour of being President far tiext
two years. | will do my best to maintain the regiittn of my predecessors and to participate in asynof

our activities as possible. | look forward to megtias many of our members throughout this periat an
particularly at our Annual Meeting at Kennemertie Netherlands later this year.

John Hanna
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EAGHC ANNUAL MEETING - "A RIGHT ROYAL WEEK'

Christoph Meister

In September 2009 the Malone Golf Club, on the ldutsof Belfast in Northern Ireland, was the
venue for the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Europé@asociation of Golf Historians & Collectors

(EAGHC). The week began with an open invitatiortte home of Mavis and John Hanna; in fact
there was an open invitation to their house evéglitn

The Meeting teed off with eighteen holes on theukifdly scenic course at Malone, with the sun
shining and the leaves just beginning to take omwnmnal colour it was a real pleasure to play.
Later on there was a reception in the magnificarts bouse overlooking the lake. On the Tuesday it
was down to business with four most interestings@néations. Kuno Schuch of the Deutsches Golf
Archiv (German Golf Archive) spoke on the histotiaapects of the very topical issue of Golf in the
Olympics. Christoph Meister, President, picked @lasubject when he talked about the fascinating
life of Peter Gannon, the continental golf arcHiteeho had Irish roots. Jean- Bernard Kazmierczak
used many items from his own collection to elalmat the role of Pierre Deschamps as the “Father
of French Golf'. Concluding the morning sessionrdétanna gave the history of the early golf clubs
in Ulster and their role in the founding of thesfigolfing association in the world, the Golfingioim

of Ireland in 1892.

The Annual General Meeting was held in the eveming this was followed by a Dinner with thirty
persons attending. Apologies were received fromRtesident of the GUI and the Chairman of the
Ulster Branch who were unfortunately at other gjfevents, such as the Walker Cup. Wednesday's
programme contained four more presentations, wihicdlnded Philip Donald's talk on his wonderful
collection of golf autographs, Professor Eric Wedldrom the University of Ulster delivered a most
enlightening presentation on the History of thefGaling, and Poul Erik Jensen gave the meeting a
virtual tour of the Danish Golf Museum.

Contrary to most visitors expectations Northertaind proved to be a country of sun and easy winds
and not of rain and stormy weather. So golf waggdahroughout the week in cloudless blue skies
at all three of Northern Ireland's "Royal' cours&elfast, County Down and Portrush. The visitors

enjoyed the challenge of playing these famous lctsrses, especially those playing with hickory

clubs! The von Limburger designed course at Claoge was also played. All those attending the

meeting said it was a ‘right Royal week’, and thauld be back again in Northern Ireland!

Save the Date:

The next (5thEAGHC Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 30th, and krida

October 1st, 2010, at Kennemer GC, The Netherlahuks.club was founded in 1910 and is though
celebrating its centenary this year. On Saturdayoker 2nd 2010 (morning) we are planning a Visit
of the Early Golf Foundation at St. Eloyen Guesse(Utrecht).

Even though it is not an official EAGHC event | dlike to draw your attention ofihe German
Hickory Championship 2010which will be played over 18 holes stroke-playhyire-1935 hickory
-shafted golf clubs only on Saturday August 7thl@@t Bad Wildungen GC in Central Germgny.
For more information or to register contact ChiétahroughCNMeister@t-online.de

Our member Jiri Martinka from Prague sends usaheviing invitation:

1Come and enjoy the secomtickory championship of the Czech Republic on Augus28th and
29th 2010 This year organized directly in Prague, very rickole course "Golf Hostiva You can
take your family with you (potential Prague sigleisg...), stay in a nice small budget hotel not far
from both the golf course/city centre. All interioaial players warmly welcome! Direct low cost

flights to Prague, reasonable fees, excellent westd! Supported by Jiri Martinka, president of {the
Golf Club Hostivar, fellow EAGHC & BGCS memberbfdurther information contact Jiri through
info@hickorygolf.cz?
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EARLY ULSTER GOLF CLUBS AND THE FOUNDING OF
THE GOLFING UNION OF IRELAND

John Hanna

INTRODUCTION

Many will find it difficult to think that the first gomery who had been a friend of King James
national golf association in the world was the I. He was familiar with the game of golf in
Golfing Union of Ireland. It was founded in Ayrshire before coming to Ulster.

1891 and the first to follow was The Ladies’

Golf Union founded in 1893, closely followed Shortly after arriving he built a large school
later that year by The Irish Ladies’ Golf Un- near what is now the town of Newtownards
ion. Before any of the other home countriesand it contained ‘a green for recreation at goff,
founded their Unions the United States Golf football and archery’. This is the first mention
Association was formed in 1894. of golf in Ireland.

The Welsh Golfing Union was next in 1895, The first mention of a golf club is in Faulk-
but it was another twenty-five years before thener’s Dublin Journal of 23 October 1762
Scottish Golf Union was formed in 1920 and when it announced ‘The Goff Club meet to
1924 before the English Golfing Union was dine at the house of Mr Charles Moran at Bray

founded. The European Golf Association wason Thursday 28 October at half an hour after
not founded until 1937. three o’clock.” So golf was certainly played at

this time, or earlier, in Bray. Golf at the Cur-
The game of golf was slow to come to Ireland ragh Army camp is the earliest real evidence
considering it had been played in some formatof larger numbers of golfers playing on a
as early as 1448 in Scotland. As in most partdinks.
of the world it was the British Army Officers
who were responsible for the first playing of These date to the early 1850's when David
the game here in Ireland. Ritchie laid out a course at the Curragh. The
first Army camp was built at the Curragh in
Although the first mention of the game is at 1853 and golf was played by the Scottish
the time of the Plantation of Ulster in 1606. Regiments based there and also later on a
One of the ‘planters’ was named James Mont course laid out in Phoenix Park, Dublin.
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ROYAL!BELFAST!GOLF!CLUB!

™ I T

As no formal records of any of the above new members were elected. In 1901 the Club
clubs were kept it is generally recognised thathad the honour of being granted ‘Royal’ pa-
the first real organised golf was played at Thetronage and became The Royal Belfast Golf
Kinnegar in Holywood, close to Belfast, when Club.
the Belfast Golf Club was formed in 1881.
By 1921 the course was thoroughly recon-
The first course was just six holes and laid outstructed giving a layout of nine holes played
by Walter Day of the Bruntsfield Club of over 2,700 yards.
Musselburgh, Edinburgh. His brother Alexan-
der Day became the first professional. TheFor several reasons, not least the invasion of
course was later extended to nine holes. the course by the public, especially on week-
ends and holidays, the club decided again to
The first competition was played on Boxing move, and this time they employed the famous
Day 1881. The scores indicate the primitive golf course architect H C Colt to design an
nature of clubs and balls, not to mention a lesighteen hole course on the magnificent 140
than well prepared course. The three winningacre estate at Craigavad.
net scores were 121, 130 and 131. The worst
card returned was a net 228" Along with a club house which despite recent
modernisation, still retains its Victorian charm
In 1892 the Club moved to a new nine hole and character, there is today a course which is
course at Carnalea nearer to Bangor. This wa& true test of golfing skill with beautiful views
a great success and on one day as many as 53ver Belfast Lough

EAGHC-member
Vincent Kelly
playing hole no.13
of Royal Belfast
Golf Club during
the annual mee-
ting 2009 in Sep-
tember - Belfast
Lough in the back-
ground
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ROYALIPORTRUSH!GOLF!CLUB!

The second club to be formed in Ulster (oneVolved in the design. He did arrive in July
of the historical four Provinces of Ireland after visiting his new course at Newcastle,
containing nine counties, as compared to the County Down. He stayed two days making
political six counties which make up North- alterations to thc_a existing nine h_oles and ap-
em Ireland) was The County Club in Por- p_roved the terrain f_or the extension t(_) a new
trush, later to become Royal County Golf €ighteen holes. Things were happening very
Club (1892) and shortly after the Royal Por- auickly and in October the new club house
trush Golf Club (1895). was opened. T_hls remained the home of the
men’s club until 1946.
It was some of the members of Royal Belfast _ _ _
who under the auspices of the London, Mid- The Ladies’ Club was formed in 1894 and it
land and Scottish Railway Company, who held its first children’s competition, which
had leased land from the Earl of Antrim Nad an entry of seven girls and six boys.
which was the original links at Portrush. Among the girls were two who were to win
five Ladies’ British Open Championships —
Initially to encourage golfers to make the May Hezletand Rhona Adair.
journey free rail travel was given. The formal _ _
opening of the nine hole course was in May The club hosted the Irish Open Champion-
1888, by September that year membershipSh'p in 1930, 37 and 40. Interestingly in 1937

was over 70 and a new nine holes were inthe American professional Horton Smith
play. asked for appearance money. The highlight

of the club’s competitions was in 1951 when

On New Year's Day 1889 forty or more com- the Open Championship was played over the
petitors took part in a competition. Later this famous Dunluce links. This was the first and

year plans were made to lay out an eighteerPnly time the Open has been played outside
hole course and Tom Morris was to be in Englllrzmd or Scotland. The winner was Max
Faulkner.
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ROYALICOUNTY!DOWN!GOLF!CLUB!

A meeting took place in the seaside town ofhouse was planned and opened in 1897. Many
Newcastle County Down in 1889 and formed early Championships were played at County
the County Down Golf Club. Again this was a Down including the Irish Open Championship
nine hole course close to the railway station. in 1893 won by John Ball Junior, in 1896, and
again in 1900 when it was won by Harold Hil-
Later the same year, as mentioned above, Tonton. The Irish Close Championship was played
Morris visited the course and in addition to over the Newcastle links in 1894, 97 and
playing a match against Alex Day, the profes-1901.
sional at the Belfast Golf Club, he laid out an
eighteen hole course ‘at an expense not to exThe Amateur Championship has been played
ceed £4. This new course was opened toon this course in in 1970 and 1999. The Curtis
members at the start of July 1889. Cup was played in 1968, and the British La-
dies’ Championship when played at County
The Club made several appointments the fol-Down was a favourite for French lady golfers.
lowing year and negotiations were entered intoOur Honorary President won the champion-
with the landlord, Lord Annesley, to secure a ship in 1950, and Brigitte Varangot was the
lease of The Warren ‘with the right to trap winner in 1963. This championship returned
rabbits, fill up their holes and scrapes andto County Down in 2006 when the winner was
make any alterations necessary to improve théBelen Mozo of Spain. The Walker Cup was
ground for golfing purposes.” A second course contested over these famous links in 2007
is mentioned and in 1894 a Ladies’ Club waswith the USA being winners by a narrow mar-
formed. The following year a magnificent club gin.

AUGHNACLOY!IGOLF!CLUB!

This club was formed in autumn 1888 in There were periods where it seemed not to be
County Tyrone when the founder was W H played and then it would appear again and was
Mann a member of the County Club and whostill in existence in 1924, its later history is
as its Captain chaired the meeting at which theunknown.
Golfing Union was founded. Mann was seen
as a ‘golfing ambassador extraordinaire’ as heThe Club is best known for its famous Augh-
was also responsible for the founding of Killy- nacloy Putter which was first played for in
moon G C and North-West G C. May 1889 when there were over forty com-
petitors from all over the Province the winner
The course was laid out on the lands of thebeing Mr H Shaw from the Belfast Golf Club
Club’s first President Mr James Pringle J P. It This must be the most ornate putter ever de-
was claimed to be the first 18 hole course insigned. It is now in the club house of Dun-
Ireland however it disappeared for a few yearsgannon Golf Club. In 1922 The Aughnacloy
before reopening as a 9 hole course in 1906. Golf Club had a unique marketing feature
where visitors could play free"
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KILLYMOON!GOLF!CLUB!

This Club was established in the County Tydn promoting the course at Killymoon it was
rone town of Cookstown in 1889 although golfsaid ‘the dreary sand associated with conven-
had been played on the demesne since 1888. tional Scotch links is absent but only to be re-
placed by a firm old sward and the tireless
The course was laid out on the estate of Mersameness of the dunes exchanged for the most
vyn Stewart Thomas Moutry and the owner oftharmingly diversified views of wooded hills
a large linen firm, Mr Hugh Adair. At the time and valleys. Probably no other course in the
of the founding of the Union it had only 30 kingdom is situated in such fine scenery’.
members and these were all either landowners,
industrialists, bankers, solicitors, doctors orAlso it stated ‘sheep, not only do they do the
clergy" cutting, but they also provided the top dress-
A second golf course was opened in 1894ng’. By the early part of the 1900’s the club’s
called Cookstown G C which was an ‘artisan’'membership had grown to 100 gentlemen and
club but did not prosper. with the influence of Rhona Adair there was a
lady membership of 40" A new layout of the
course was undertaken in 1920/21.
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RHONAIADAIR!

From the beginning of Killymoon Golf course there emerged a young lady golfeclotadant that
she became an international star. The youngest daughter of Hugh Adair began hezdysik @&
the course opened in 188%3he Edinburgh Review, leading golf journal of the period, hailed her as
‘the most successful and brilliant lady golfer the world has yet known.” Suchaevdame she was
invited to play many exhibition matches against leading professionals. Sleel plé36 hole match
against ‘Old Tom’ Morris at St Andrews. Tom, despite being aged 77, said ‘he would no be licked by
a lassie’. After the morning round he led by one hole and extended his lead iretheaaftto be
three up at the turn. However Rhona made a spirited comeback and OlddFobyust the one
hole.

Her major successes included:-

1900 Winner of the Irish Ladies’ Championship at Portrush
Winner of the British Ladies’ Championship at Westward Ho

1901 Winner of the Irish Ladies’ Championship at Portmarnock
Runnerup in the British Ladies’ Championship at Aberdovey

1902 Winner of the Irish Ladies’ Championship at Newcastle

1903 Winner of the Irish Ladies’ Championship at Portrush
Winner of the British Ladies’ Championship at Portrush

She won the All Ireland Scratch Medal instituted by her father outright wheweiét in 1897,
1900 and 1902. In 1903 she visited America and was a great success, winning sixtées drapl
only losing one match. It was Mrs Griscom, the mother of Frances the winner of the 1900 US ladies’
Championship, who had invited Rhona to the US. In a series of four matches pldyedoat
Country Club she played four of the most prominent American lady golfassofthese was a cer
tain Miss Peggy Curtis. In an interview Rhona told the American press that ‘our ten besttadies
defeat your ten best ladies, but the margin would be very small, and in ar ye® there might be
none at all.” Miss Curtis took the bait and the Curtis Cup matches were created.

Rhona had spent many of her childhood holidays at Portrush and she was a membeusif Fort
where she played with the famous golfing Hezlet sisters. She married an army asfticeent to
live in England. Unfortunately he was killed during the Dardanelles campaig@li. Rhona re-
turned to Portrush in 1924and was an ever-present member of their highégssucS&Senior Cup
team until 1930. She was Lady Captain in 1928 and 29, and again in 1948. She was lideiytPfes
until her death in 1961.
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BALLYCASTLE!GOLF!CLUB!

Ballycastle Golf Club was formed in 1890 The course was small and situated by a warren
although there was some dispute over this unbeside the bay. The warren was owned by
til a putter was found. On this club was en- Miss Kathleen Boyd of the Manor House and

graved that it was presented to Commander Ashe let the land to the club rent free for twenty

M Causton by members of Ballycastle Golf years. A ladies’ club was formed in 1897 and

Club at a complimentary dinner off 8ugust  Miss Boyd was the first Captain. The course

1899 in recognition of his indefatigable exer- remained as nine holes until a new course was
tions in forming the Club in 1890, and acting opened by the Duke of Abercorn, who was the
as its Honorary Secretary ever since. Governor of Northern Ireland, in 1926.

There is an interesting story of the early days
of the club as told by Captain Hutchinson. He
was elected a member when only a few
months old to make up the required quorum of
twelve persons. He was born in 1890. By 1894 )
the club had a membership of 50 players =4

DUNGANNON!GOLFICLUB!

This club was founded in 1890 on land be- A new clubhouse was opened in 1892 and in
longing to Earl Ranfurly who had the honour 1894 it was said to be on a sound footing as
of being the first President of the GUI being in other clubs in the region such as Benburb,
office from 1891 until 1906. He was also the Fivemiletown and Aughnacloy had ceased to
first President of Dungannon Golf Club. The exist. For its first thirty years golf was only
club actually withdrew from the GUI during playable in the winter as the grass could not be
the years 1900 to 1905 to reduce its over-cut and in 1920 the club moved from Dun-
heads. gannon Park to twenty two acres of grounds in
the sanatorium. It moved again to its present
site in 1954.

Golf Houss

Dungannon Pars
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NORTHIWEST!GOLF!CLUB!

This club was established at Lisfannon in The course of nine holes was laid out by
County Donegal, not far from the City of Lon- Thompson the professional at the County Club
donderry and close to Buncrana. Founded inat Portrush. It was adjacent to the railway sta-
1891 with involvement by the Lough Swilly tion in at Buncrana. It had the distinction be-
Hotel Company, it was only nine months old ing one of the few clubs to have a separate
at the founding of the GUI, but already had course for ladies in Buncrana.

around 70members including 15 ladies. These

golfers travelled from as far as Portrush, Bel-

fast Aughnacloy and Randalstown.

PORTSALON!IGOLF!CLUB!

This County Donegal Club was formed in The course was 18 holes and over three miles

1891 on the site of an earlier hotel and shoot4in length. The club house was just a minute

ing lodge on grounds owned by Col J D Bar- from the hotel. One of the reasons for its early

ton who was the first Captain of the club, the popularity was that being in the Republic of

links were discovered by Captain Kenneth Ireland golf was not banned on Sundays. The

McLaren. Irish Ladies’ Championship was played on
this course in 1905 and 1912.

The 15th green at Portsalon
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THE!GOLFINGIUNION!OFIRELAND!

By 1891 there were now twenty eight clubs in Ireland clubs with sixteen of these in Ulster. The nine
founding clubs of the Golfing Union of Ireland were all from this Province.

Royal Belfast Golf Club founded 1881 106 members

County Club (Portrush) founded 1888 200 members
County Down (Newcastle) founded 1889 280 members
Aughnacloy founded 1888 220 members
Dungannon founded 1890 70 members
Killymoon founded 1889 30 members
Ballycastle founded1890 12 members

Portsalon founded 1891
Buncrana (North-West) founded 1891

Of these clubs the only one not in existence today is Aughnacloy. It is thougtiteHast discus-
sion of a Union may have taken place at a conference which was held at Portfusk 891 at
which the establishment of an Irish Championship was discussed. Others sayhdveadyeen at a
dinner at County Down Golf Club in September, what is known is that angeebdk place in the
Northern Counties Railway Hotel in Portrush for the purpose of forming a Golfing Union.

The first resolution to be adopted was ‘that it is desirable to ettabiGolfing Union consisting of
representatives of all Golf Clubs in Ireland’. It was also agrieadthe immediate objectives would
be:

- to fix the dates of all competitions to avoid clashing;

- to consider the advisability of organising an Irish Championship meeting;

- to adopt some fixed principle of handicapping;

- to treat with the different railway companies with a view to obtaining railway
facilities for golfers; and

- to generally to consider such matters as may be for the advancement of golf in
Ireland.

At a further meeting held in the Royal Hotel in Belfast in Noveni891 the Golfing Union of Ire-
land was established with Lord Ranfurly to be the first Presidentaibapames McCalmont and
John S Alexander as Vice-Presidents. George Combe was the first Honoratargesond Hugh C

Kelly the first Honorary Treasurer. One of the objects of the Unioarbedhe popularisation of the
game in Ireland and in the years 1892 to 1900 a further ninety seven clubdenvere. There are

now 426 clubs affiliated to the GUI.
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It is always a pleasure to receive some historical pictures from @ubers. This interesting one was sent by Sebastien Faure. It isnigdbariwinners and run-
ner-ups of the National Ladies Foursome, played in 1924 at the Saint Germia@iuolOn the right, Miss Simone Thion de la Chaume, winner of thelBritis
Youth and British Ladies, who will later get married to René Lacoste wélleknown international tennis champion and inventor of the crocodile shitiss
Jeanine Gaveau (whose name is well known as a piano manufacturer anisasadnderful concert hall in Paris). In the middle, Georges Durand gyaaad-
father of Sebastien. He was president of the Golf de I'Ermitage. Knowiniip¢hi@ase of the land in Port Marly will not be renewed, he recommenadeale to
Saint Germain. He was the founder and first president of the cluthisntieath in 1936, being also the vice-president of the French Golf Uniohe@igtit, the
runner-ups: Mrs de Bellet and Miss Meunier (also known for the chocaladegtion). The cups were presented to the champions by Sebastian's mgtwat (a
friend of Lally Segard). She was 5 years old at that time.



